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To the Reader. 



When Christopher Columbus discovered America, and 
just a century before William Shakespeare produced his mas- 
terpieces, a morality play, corresponding in many ways with 
our "Everyman," was well known in the northern part of 
Europe. It was the Dutch play called "Elckerlyk," (i. e., 
every man) written by Peter Borland, a monk of Diest. This 
play was at some time reproduced in Latin, under the 
name of "Homulus," by an author of uncertain identity. It 
is believed, however, from a black letter-copy of it now 
preserved in the library of Lincoln Cathedral, Eng- 
land, that "Homulus," was written or adapted by 
one of the abbots towards the end of the fifteenth 
century. The thread of the story, we are told, ts 
to be found in the religious romance of Barlaam and Jehos- 
haphat, ascribed to John of Damascus, who died in 1090. 

The .first impression of "Everyman" is traceable to the 
year 1529; but there is good reason to believe it was in 
manuscript as early as the reign of Edward IV. An edition 
of the play was published early in the reign of Henry VIII., 
when it was evidently popular and often presented. The 
• next edition is of a century later in date. The best known 
edition is that of Dodsley; and now there are no end of edi- 
tions of "Everyman" in my country and in yours. This 
little book is got up carefully from the black-letter copy of 
Lincoln. Very few lines of the original have been omitted, 
arid in one short scene there is a slight transposition of 
speeches. ^« 

There is no evidence that the play has been presented ' 
within the last two centuries -until ^revived byWillianjiPqei 
for the Elizabethan Stage Society ~of England, at the sug- 
gestion of Dr. Waf£ f 'Masier of Peterhouse, Cambridge 
University. In 1901 productions were given in the Old 
Charter 'house* of "London, in the Quadrangle of University. 
College, Oxfpri^jjmAjBLt Rugby- and- -ether schools.- That 
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4 EVERYMAN. 

''Everyman" should be first introduced to academic audien- 
ces zvas but natural. Vet while possessing the refinement 
of classic art, it exhibits a humaneness so comprehensive, 
so symlathciic and so moving as literally to leave its spell 
upon every man. Hence it has bee n given upon the regular 
stage in the chief cities of England, Scotland and Ireland, 
fn London it was preseniecT atlTir'George's Hall, The Im- 
perial Theatre — during the coronation season — and more re- 
cently at the Coronet and Court Theatres. 
. \ The production of "Everyman" in America is due to 
Charles Frohman. Under his auspices the play was per- 
formed from October, 1902, to May, 1903 : %n New York for 
eighteen weeks, and later in Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago 
and Baltimore. In this country, as in England, "Every- 
man" has ahvays found an open door at academic institu- 
tions. By special invitation, it has been given before the 
Universities of Yale, Princeton, Cornell, and Brown; also 
at Dartmouth, Wellesley, Vassar, Bryn Mawr and Smith 
Colleges. The play was also performed before Catholic 
clubs and before societies of other sects. We are now send- 
ing out two companies in the hope of giving performances 
in all parts of the United States. 

• \ The scenery, such as it is, is copied from an old print of 

• a monastery — especially the cloistered part — such plays as 
this being presented in churches, in parts of religious houses, 

tw and at times even in the streets. The costumes are copied 
from Flemish tapestries. The little music introduced is that 

~~ of the long ago by Adam de la Halle and lacques Arkadelt. 
Qne tiny verse attributed to Shakespeare is sung. The "as- 

4 * tensions" of the stage are symbolical: the flowers denote 
cultivation of the soil; the littlp organ, art; the wheels 
work; the cushions, rest after labor; and the candles, wor- 
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v ship and thanks due. For all such a double stage was gen- 
u erally used to denote any change of locality required, and 
will be used now when practicable. The characters — en- 
taring when possible from the audience — speak often in 
\ ^monotone, especially those representing abstractions, that 
r * being the primitive style of delivery. Those characters rep- 
resenting actual human types are allowed a little license of 
the stage. 

You will doubtless agree that, in the play 
which follows, we have the drama in its integrity — 
where the art ts all in all and its exponents ever secondary; 



EVERYMAN. 5 

that the span between this ancient adornment to our lan- 
guage and the regular drama is all too short to 
allow any doubt of an immediate connection; that light how-. 
ever dim cannot be too often shed upon the early groping^, 
towatds perfected dramatic composition; and that all this 
affords reason enough for a remark or so here upon the de- 
partment of dramatic literature to which "Everyman" be- 
longs. In passing to that, however, it is interesting to ob- r ^ 
serve with what fidelity this ancient drama abides by the 'jy 
AristotelumJ^&jxt-txagedy. Thejaction anTTv'ersfficatioh 
ar£simple; the tit&e of action is that ofjhe petfazmmce; tfie v 
scene is hever changed and the sta^ never empty. More- 
over, in stimulating religious feelings; in arousing the tragic ^_ 
emotions of pity and fear; in suggesting the Hellenistic 
fatalism that happiness is precarious, "Everyman," though 
predominantly Christian in teaching, is informed with the 
atmosphere no less than by the structure of classic tragedy. 
But the place of "Everyman" is not primarily with the 
classic drama of antiquity but with the religious drama 
of the mediaeval age. Though not always sharply distinct 
from one another either in subject matter or 
form of expression, three groups may be 
made of as much of the religious mediaeval 
drama as is extant. There is, first, the mystgiies 
which, based upon the Old and New Testaments, explain in 
what manner the world was mysteriously redeemed by the 
Nativity, Passion and Resurrection of Christ. Closely akin 
to these are, second, th e miracle play s, which had for their 
substance stories, legends and incidents drawn from the lives 
of the saints, the historical books of the Bible and the tradir 
tions of the Church. The province of the mystery and mira- 
cle plays, then, was to i nculca te C hrist ianity by inference i 
to set before. the layman the careers of goocTm'en and induce 
him to contrition by a comparison of his own life with theirs. 
But there was yet lacking a suitable mediufrn for a cogent^ 
indication, not alone of the true zvay, but the perils attendant 
upon any other. In short, with the tale adorned, it remained 
to point the moral Hence the third and last stage in the de- 
velopment of mediaeval religious drama was the enforce- 
ment of moral truths, not by scriptural or legendary history, 
5uI1>y the speech and action of allegorical characters each 

Sfifying abstract virtues or qualities, and this was the mor- 
ity play , the crown of which is "Everyman." — * 



6 EVERYMAN. 

To "Everyman" is ascribed the source of Hans Hol- 
bein's canvas "The Dance of Death." And our little work 
was surely in John Bunyan's mind when he wrote "Pil- 
grim's Progress". But not to exceed farther my necessary 
limits, there is here for us, as for the people of earlier time, 
matter for nil that are human. Here may we ail, tranquilly 
and sympathetically lending to its sway our minds and 
spirits, absorb new import upon that vast text — life. 



July, 1903. 



THERE BEGYNNETH A TREATYSE HOW THE 

HYE FADER OF HEVEN 8ENDETH DETHE 

TO SOMON EVERY CREATURE TO 

COME AND GYVE A COUNTE 

OF THEYR LYVE8 IN 

THIS WORLDE, AND 

IS IN MANER OF 

A MORRALLE 

PLAYE. 



DRAMATIS PERSONS 



MESSENGER. 
ADONAI. 

DETHE. (j v ^ . t V^^L :. 

EVERYMAN. ^nvAJCT-cc Cv^m 
FELAWSHIP. ^■ utCCo J*<»Cw- 
KYNDREDE. ^^ *— '? j ^ ri!Uv '*? 
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GOOD-DEDES. [ ^ v, vj-cw^V 
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BEAUTE. 
STRENGTHE. w 
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MESSENGER. 

I PRAY you all gyve your audyence, 
And here this mater with reverence, 
By f ygure a morall playe ; , — ^ 

The somonynge of Everyman, called it is, \ 
__--■- That of our lyves and endynge shewes, 5 \ 
How transytory we be all daye : 
This mater is wonders precyous, 
But the entent of it is more gracyous, 
And swete to bere awaye. 
The story sayth — Man, in the begynnynge 10 
Loke well, and take good heed to the endynge, > 

Be you never so gay : j 

Ye thynke sinne in the begynnynge full swete, \ 

Whiche in the ende causeth the soule to wepe,/ \ 

Whan the body lyeth in claye. 15 j 

Here shall you se how Felawship, and Jolyte, 
Bothe Strengthe, Pleasure and Beaute, J 

Wyll vade from the as floure in maye;^ 

For ye shall here, how our heven kynge 
Calleth Everyman to a generall rekenynge : 20 
Gyve audyence, and here what he doth saye. 



3. 'By fygure,' In form. 7. 'Mater entent:* the 'matter* Is the 

ay; the 'Intent* its purpose ~~ »---——— *« 
even' Is possessive; so In 73. 



play; the 'Intent* its purpose as Instruction. 18. 'Vade,' fade. 19 
*hev< 
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ADONAI 8PEKETH. 

IPERCEYVE here in my majeste, 
How that all creatures be to me unkynde, 
Lyvynge without drede in worldly prosperyte; 
Of ghostly fyght the peoplebe so blynde, 25 
Drowned in synne they know me not for theyr God; <- 

In worldly ryches is all theyr mynde,- 

Thy fere not by ryghtwysnes, the sharpe rood; 

Everyman lyveth so after his owne pleasure,^ 

And yet of theyr life they be nothynge sure:/ 30 

I se the more that I them forbere 

The worse they be fro yere to yere; 

All that lyveth appayreth faste, 

Therefore I wyll in all the haste 

Have a rekenynge of every mannes persone ; 35 

For, and I leve the' people thus alone 

In theyr lyfe and wycked tempestes, 

Veryly they wyll become moche worse than beestes:-** 

For now one wolde by envy another up ete; 

Charyte they do all clene f orgete : 40 

I hoped well that every man 

In my glory sholde make his mansyon, 

And thereto I had them all electe; 

But now I se, like traytours dejecte, 

They thanke me not for the pleasure that I to them ment, 

45 
Nor yet for theyr beynge that I them have lent : 
I profered the people grete multytude of mercy, 
And fewe there be that asketh it hertly; 
They be so combred with worldly ryches, v 
That nedes on them I must do justyce, 50 
On every man lywnge without fere. — 
Where art thou, Deth, thou mighty messengere? 

Dethe 

Adonai : the Hebrew name for the Deity, a plural form of Adon, 'Lord/ 
with the pronoun of the first person. 28. 'ryghtwysnes/ righteousness. 
333. 'appayreth,' impaireth, become worse. 36. 'and,' if, as also in 114, 
122, 137, etc. 
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■A- DBTHE. 

Almyghty God, I am here at your wyll; 
Your commaundment to fulfyll. 

ADONAI. 

Go thou to Everyman, 55 
And shewe hym in my name, 
A pylgrymage he must on hym take, 
Whiche he in no wyse may escape ; 
And that he brynge with hym a sure rekenynge, 
Without delay or ony taryenge. 60 

DETHE. 

Lorde, I wyll in the worlde go renne over all, 
And cruelly out serche bothe grete and small; 
Everyman wyll I beset that lyveth beestly, 
Out of Gooddes lawes, and dredeth not foly: 
He that loveth rychesse I wyll stryke with my darte 65 
His syght to blynde, and fro heven to departe, 
Excepte that alms deeds be his good frende, 
In hell for to dwell worlde without ende. ' ; ■* J\^ 
Lo, yonder I se Everyman walkynge : . \ 

Full lytell he thynketh on my comynge ; 70 '* * 

His mynde is on fleshy lustes, and his treasure ; " " 
And grete payne it shall cause him to endure 
Before the Lo rde h e ven kynge.— . — ^- — r-^r-r * '. 

" [EVERYMAN ENTERS.] 

Everyman, stande styll : whyder art thou goynge 
Thus gayly? hast thou thy maker forgete? 75 
EVERYMAN. 
Why askest thou ? 
Woldest thou wete? 

DETHE. 

Ye, syr, I wyll shewe you ; 
In grete haste I am sende to the 
Fro God, out of his majeste. 80 

EVERYMAN. 

What, sente to me! 

DETHE. 

Ye, certaynly: 
Thoughe thou have forgete hym here, 
He thynketh on the in the hevenly spere; 
As, or we departe, thou shall knowe. 85 

Everyman 

61. 'renne.' The Dutch means 'reign,' but the English gives ren, the old 
form of run. QA. 'depart,' to separate him from heaven. So in the mar- 
riage service, 'till death us depart, now corrupted into 'till death us do 
part.' 75. 'forgte,' forgotten, so in 83. 77. 'wete,' know. 85. 'or we de- 
part,' before we separate. 



12 EVERYMAN. 

EVERYMAN. 

What desyreth God of me ? 

DETHE. 

That shall I shewe thee ; 
A rekenynge he wyll nedes have 
Without ony lenger respite. 

EVERYMAN. 

To gyve a rekenynge longer layser I crave; 90 
This blynde mater troubleth my wytte. 

DETHE. 

On the thou must take a longe journey, 
Therfore thy boke of coiyite with the thou brynge, 
For tourne agayne thou can not by no waye; 
And loke thou be sure of thy rekenygne ; 95 
For before God thou shalte answere and shewe 
Thy many badde dedes, and good but a fewe, 
How thou hast spent thy lyfe, and in what wyse, 
Before the chefe Lord of paradyse. 
EVERYMAN. 

Full unredy I am suche rekenynge to gyve : 100 
I know the not; what messenger art thou? 

DETHE. 

I am Dethe, that no man dredeth ; 
For every man I reste, and no man spareth, 

(For it is Goddes commaundment 
That all to me sholde be obedyent. 105 
EVERYMAN. 
/* O Dethe, thou comest whan I had the leest in mynde ! 
/ In thy power it lyeth me to save; 
/ Yet of my good wyl I gyve the, if thou wyl be kynde, 
( Ye a thousande pounde shalte thou have, 
And dyfferre this mater tyl another daye. no 

DETHE. 
Everyman, it may not be by no waye; 
I set not by golde, sylver, nor rychesse, 
Ne by pope, emperour, kynge, duke, ne prynces ; 
\ For, and I wolde receyve gyftes grete, 
vAU the worlde I myght gete ; 115 
But my custome is clene contrary : 
I gyve the no respyte, come hens, and not tary. 
EVERYMAN. 
Alas, shall I have no lenger respyte? 

I may 

90. 'layser/ leisure. 91. 'blynde,' obscure, also In 406. 93. 'thou 
brynge* Is imperative. 103. 'reste,' arrest, stop, check. 103. 'spareth,' ttoe 
termination Is influenced by 'dredeth' of the previous line. 118. 'Ne,' 
neither, nor. 
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(I may saye, Dethe gyveth no wamynge! 
To thynke on the it maketh my herte seke; 120 
For all unredy is my boke of rekenynge : 
But, xii yere and I myght have abydynge, 
My countynge boke I wolde make so clere, 
That my rekenynge I sholde not nede to fere. 
Wherfore, Dethe, I praye the, for Goddes mercy, 125 
Spare me tyll I be provyded of remedy. 

DETHE. 
The avayleth not to crye, wepe, and praye: 
But hast the lyghtly that thou were gone this journaye: 
And preve thy frendes yf thou can ; 
For, wete thou well, the tyde abydeth no man, 130 
And in the worlde eche lyvynge creature 
For Adams synne must dye of nature. 

EVERYMAN. 

Dethe, yf I sholde this pylgrymage take, 
And my rekenynge f uerly make, 
Shewe me, for saint Charyte, 135 
Sholde I not come agayne shortly ? 

DETHE. 
No, Everyman, and thou be ones there, 
Thou mayst never more come here, 
Trust me veryly. 

EVERYMAN. 

O, Gracyous God, in the hye sete celestyall, 140 
Have mercy on me in this moost nede. — 
Shall I have no company fro this vale terrestryall 
Of myne acqueynce, that way me to lede? 

DETHE. 
Ye, yf ony be so hardy, 
That wolde go with the, and bere the company : 145 
Hye the, that thou were gone to Goddes magnyfycence, 
,Thy rekenynge to gyve before His presence. 
What, wenest thou thy lyve is gyven the, 
And thy worldely goodes also? 

EVERYMAN. 
I had wende so veryle. 150 

DETHE. 
Naye, naye ; it was but lende the, 
For as soone as thou art go, 
Another a whyle shall have it, and than go ther fro, 

Even 

130. 'tyde/ time. 132. 'of nature/ in accordance with nature. Our 
phrase is 'of necessity.' 135. 'saint/ sacred, holy, so in 277. 148 'wenest/ 
thlnkest. 152. '90/ gone ; cf. 181. 'ago/ 
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14 EVERYMAN. 

Even as thou hast done. 

Everyman, thou arte made ! Thou hast thy wyttes fyve ; 155 

And here on erthe wyll not amende thy ly ve ! 

For sodenely I do come. 

EVERYMAN. 
O wretched caytyfe, wheder shall I flee, 
That I myght scape this endles sorowe! — 
Now, gentyll Deth, spare me tyll to morowe, i6q 
That I may amende me 
With good advysement 

DETHE. 

Naye, thereto I wyll not consent, 
Nor no man wyll I respyte ; 
But to the herte sodeynly I shall smyte 165 
Without ony advysement. 
And now out of thy sight I wyll me hy. 
Se thou make the redy shortely, 
For thou mayst saye, this is the daye 
That no man lyvynge may, scape a waye. I7Q 

EVERYMAN. 
Alas ! I may well wepe with syghes depe : 
Now have I no maner of company 
To,helpe me in my journey, and me to kepe; 
And also my wrytynge is full unredy. 
How shall I do now for to excuse me? 175 
I wolde to God I had never begete; 
To my soule a f ulle grete prof yte it had be ; 
For now I fere paynes huge and grete ! 
The tyme passeth : — Lorde, helpe that all wrought ! 
For though I mourne it avayleth nought; 180 
The day passeth, and is almost ago ; 
I wote not well what for to do. 
To whome were I best my complaynt to make? 
What and I to Felawshyp thereof spake, 
'And shewed hym of this sodeyne chaunce? 185 
For in hym is all myne affyaunce ; 
We have in the worlde so many a daye 
Be good frendes in sporte and playe. 
I se hym yonder certaynely ; 
I trust that he will bere me company, 190 
Therfore to hym wyll I speke to ese my sorowe. 

Well 

166. 'without ony advysement.' Dethe bittingly refers to Everyman's 
'with good adrysement' in 162. 176. 'begete,' been begotten. 177. 'be/ 
been. 181. 'ago/ gone by. The prefix 'a' here answers to the German 'er.* 
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Well mette, good Felawshyp, and good morowe! 

FELAWSHYP 8PEKETH. 

Everyman, good morowe by this day ! 
Syr, why lokest thou so pyteously? 
If ony thynge be a mysse, I praye the, me saye, 195 
That I may helpe to remedy. 

EVERYMAN. 
Ye, good Felawshyp, ye, 
I am in greate jeoparde. 

FELAWSHYP. 
My true f rende, shewe to me your mynde ; 
I wyll not forsake the to my lyves ende, 200 
In the waye of good company. 

EVERYMAN. 
That was well spoken, and lovyngly. 

FELAWSHYP. 
Syr, I must nedes knowe your hevynesse ; 
I have pyte to se you in ony dystresse : 
If ony have you wronged ye shall revenged be, 205 
Thoughe I on the grounde be slayne for the, 
Thoughe that I knowe before that I sholde dye. 

EVERYMAN. 

Veryly, Felawshyp, gramercy ! 

FELAWSHYP. 
Tusshe ! by thy thankes I set not a strawe ; 
Shewe me your grefe, and saye no more. 210 
EVERYMAN. 
If I my herte sholde to you breke, 
And than you to tourne your mynde fro me, 
And wolde not me comforte whan ye here me speke, 
Than sholde I ten tymes soryer be. 

FELAWSHYP. 
Syr, Lsay as I wyll do in dede. 215 

EVERYMAN. 

Than be you a good f rende at nede ; 
I have founde you true herebefore. 

FELAWSHYP. 

And so ye shall evermore ; 
For, in fayth,-and thou go to hell, 
1 wyll not forsake the by the waye. 
EVERYMAN. 
Ye speke lyke a good f rende, I byleve you well ; 
I shall deserve it and I maye. 

Felawshyp 

211. 'breke/ break through, open. 231. 'strayte/ strict. 235. 'Promise 
Is duty/ a poor version of the old proverb, 'behest is debt/ cf. 285. 240. 
'fere/ frighten. 
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FELAW8HYP. 

I speke of no deservynge, by this daye; / . <\ 

For he that wyll saye and nothynge do, . ' ' 

Is not worthy with good company to go ; 225 , *- -. 

Therfore shewe me the grefe of your mynde, . ; 

As to your frende moost lovynge and kynde. /• "■ 

EVERYMAN. 

I shall shewe you how it is : 
Commaunded, I am to go a journaye, 
A long waye, harde and daungerous ; 230 
And gyve a strayte counte without delaye 
Before the hye judge Adonay: 
Wherforle, I pray you, bere me company, 
As ye have promysed, in this journaye. 
s FELAW8HYP. 

This is mater in dede ! Promyse is duty, 235 
But and I sholde take suche a vyage on me, 
i knowe it well, it sholde be to my payne : 
Also it make me aferde certayne. 
But let us take counsell here as well as we can, 
For your words wolde fere a stronge man. 240 
EVERYMAN. 

Why, ye said — yf I had nede, 
Ye wolde me never forsake, quycke ne deed, 
Thoughe it were to hell truely. 

FELAW8HYP. 

So I sayd certaynely : 
But such pleasures be set asyde, the sothe to saye, 245 
And also yf we toke suche a journaye, 
Whan sholde we come agayne? 

EVERYMAN. 
Nave, never agayne tyll the daye of dome. 

FELAW8HYP. 
In fayth, than wyll not I come there; 
Who hath you these tydynges brought? 250 
EVERYMAN. 

In dede, Deth was with me here. 

FELAW8HYP. * 

Now, by God that alle hathe bought, /-..•■«- 
If Deth were the messenger, ' 

For no man that is lyvynge to daye 
I wyll not go that lothe journaye, 255 
Not for the fader that bygate me. Everyman 

242. 'quycke ne deed/ living or dead. 245. 'sothe,' truth. 255. 'lothe,' 
loathsome. 257. 'parde,' for pardieu, or, as sometimes spelt, per dee, by 
heaven ! to be sure ! 258. 'wote,' know. 258. 'say/ for said. 
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EVERYMAN. 

Ye promysed other wyse, parde. 

FELAW8HYP. 

I wote well I say so t^uely, 
And yet yf thou wylte ete and drynke, and make good chere, 
Or haunt to women the iiisty company, 260 
I wolde not forsake you whyle the daye is clere, 
Trust me veryly. 

EVERYMAN. 

Ye, therto ye wolde be redy ; 
To go to myrthe, solas, and playe, 
Your mynde wyll sooner apply 265 
Than to bere me company in my longe journaye. 
FELAW8HYP. 

Now, in good f ayth, I wyll not that way ; 
But, and thou wyll murder, or ony man kyll, 
In that I wyll helpe the with a good wyll. 
EVERYMAN. 

O that is a symple advyse in dede ! 270 
Gentyll Felawe, help me in my necessyte ; 
We have loved longe, and now I nede ! 
And now, gentyll Felawshyp, remembre me. 

FELAW3HYP. 

Wheder ye have loved me or no, ,( 

By saynt John, 1 wyll not with the go. 275 
EVERYMAN. # 

Yet T pray the, take the labour, and do so moche for me, 

To brynge me forwarde, for saint Charyte, 

And comforte me tyll I come without the towne. 
FELAWSHYP. 

Nay, and thou wolde gyve me a new gowne, 
I wyll not a f ote with ti*e go ; 280 
But and thou had taryed, I wolde not have left the so: 
And as now, God spede the in thy journaye ! 
For from the I wyll departe as fast as I maye. 

EVERYMAN. 

Wheder away, Felawshyp? wyll you forsake me? 

FELAWSHYP. 
Ye, by my f aye ! To God I be take the. 285 
EVERYMAN. 
^ Farewell, good Felawshyp 1 *For this my herte is sore ! 
Adewe for ever, I shall se the no more. 

Felawshyp 

277. 'To. .forwarde, to escort me. cf. Richard II, 1 2. 2. 'How far 
brought you high Hereford on his way?' 282. 'And as now,' And as things 

are now. 308. 'For kynde go;' an ancient proverb occurring also in 

Towneley's 'Secunda Pastorum.* 307. 'entent,' will, purpose. 
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FELAWSHYP. 

In f ayth, Everyman, fare well now at the ende ; 
For you I wyll rerngrnhre that pa,rHm£rp j s mournynge. 

Alake! shall we thus departe in dede? 290 
A Lady ! helpe, without ony more, comforte 1 
/Lo, Felawshyp forsaketh me in my moost nede; 
/ For helpe in this worlde wheder shall I resorte? 
' Felawshyp here before with me wolde mery make ; 
UAnd now lyten sorowe for me dooth he take, 295 
/Tit is sayd, in prosperyte men frendes may fynde, 
%^ Whiche in adversyte be full unkynde. 
vilow wheder for socoure shall I flee, 
Syth that Felawshyp hath forsaken me? 
To my kynnesmen I wyll truely, 300 
Prayenge them to helpe me in my necessyte ; 
I byleve, that they wyll do f o ; 
For kynde wyll crepe where it may not go. 
I wyll go saye; for jonder I se them go: — 
Where be ye now, my irendes and kynnesmen ? 305 

KYNREDE. 
Here be we now at your commaundment : 
Cosyn, I praye you, shewe us your entent 
In ony wise, and not spare. 

CO8YN. 
Ye, Everyman, and to us declare 
If ye be disposed to go ony whyder; 310 
For, wet you well, wyll lyve and dye to gyder. 
KYNREDE. 
In welth, and wo, we wyll with you holde ; 
For over his kynne a man may be bolde. 
EVERYMAN. 
Gramercy, my frendes and kynnesmen kynde ! ^ /- v 
Now shall I shewe you the grefe of my mynde. 315 
I was commaunded by a messenger, 
That is a hye kynges chef e off ycer ; 
He bad me go a pylgrymage to my payne, 
And, I knowe well, I shall never come agayne : 
Also I must gyve a rekenynge strayte ; 320 
For I have a grete enemy that hath me in wayte, 
Whiche entendeth me for to hynder. 

KYNREDE. 
What a counte is that whiche ye must render? 
That wolde I knowe. 

Everyman 
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EVERYMAN. 

Of all my workes I must shewe, 325 
How I have lyved, and my dayes spent ;^ 
Also of yll dedes that I have used 
In my tyme syth lyfe was me lent, 
And of all vertues that I have refused ; 
Therefore I praye you, go thyder with me 330 
To helpe to make myn accounte, for saint Charyte. 

COSYN. 

What, to go thyder ! Is that the mater ? 
Nay, Everyman, I had lever fast brede and water, 
All this fyve yere and more. 

EVERYMAN. 

Alas, that ever I was bore! 335 
For now shall I never be mery, 
If that you forsake me. 

KYNREDE. 

A, syr ; what, ye be a mery man : 
Take good herte to you, and make no mone, 
But one thynge I warne you, by saint Anne, 340 
As for me ye shall go alone. ' . x u , t-i. 

EVERYMAN. 
My Cosyn, wyll you not with me go? 

COSYN. 

No, by our Lady, I have the crampe in my to : 
Trust not to me ; for, so God me spede, 
I wyll deceyve you in your moost nede. 345 \l \jf/,,l 

KYNREDE. ' v ' 

It avayleth not us to tyse : 
Ye shall have my mayde, with all my herte ; 
She loveth to go to f eestes there to be nyse, 
And to daunce, and a brode to stere ; 
I wyll gyve her leve to helpe you in that journey, 350 
If that you and she may agree. 

EVERYMAN. 
Now shewe me the very effecte of your mynde; 
Wyll you go with me, or abyde be hynde ? 
/ } ,KYNa«DE. 
Abyde behyndef ye, that wyll I and I maye; 
Therfore farewell tyll another daye. 355 ^ X __ 
EVERYMAN. 0^>S^ > 

Howe sholde I be mery or gladde? 
For f ayre promyses men to me make ; 
But, when I have moost nede, they me forsake ; 
I am deceyved, that maketh me fadde. 

333. 'I bad lever,' I bad rather. Cosyn 
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C03YN. 

Cosyn, Everyman, farewell now ; 360 
For, veryly, I wyll not go with you : 
Also of myne owne an unredy rekenynge 
I have to accounte, therf ore I make taryenge ; 
Now God kepe thz ^jor now I go — 

- EVERYMAN. 

A, Jesu, is all come here to? 365 
Lo, f ayre wordes maketh f ooles f ayne ; 
They promyse, and nothynge wyll do certayne. 
My kynnesmen promysed me faythfully, 
For to abyde with me stedf astly ; 
And now fast a waye do they flee ; 370 
Even so Felawship promysed me. 
What frende were best me of to provyde? 
I lose my time here longer to abyde ; 
Yet in my mynde a thynge there is, — 
All my lyf e I have loved ryches ; 375 
Yf that my good now helpe me myght, 
He wolde make my herte full light : 
I wyll speke to him in this distresse. — 
Where arte thou, my Goodes, and ryches? 

QOODE8. 

Who calleth me? Everyman? what hast thou haste? 380 
I lye here in corners, trussed and pyled so hye, 
And in chestes I am locked so fast, 
Also sacked in bagges, thou mayst se with thyn eye, 
I can not styre ; in packes lowe I lye : 
What wolde ye have, lightly me saye. 385 
EVERYMAN. 

Come hyder, Good, in al the hast thou may ; 
For of counseyll I must desyre the. 

QOODE8. 

Syr, and ye in the worlde have sorowe or adversyte, 
That can I helpe you to remedy shortly. 
EVERYMAN. 

It is another dysease that greveth me ; 390 
In this world it is not, I tell the so, 
I am sent for an other way to go, 
To gyve a strayte counte generall 
Before the hyest Jupiter of all : 

And all my lyfe I have had joye and pleasure in the, 395 
Therf ore I pray the go with me ; 
For, paraventure, thou mayst before God almighty „ 
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My rekenynge helpe to clene and puryfye, 
For it is saide ever amonge 

That money maketh all ryght that is wronge. 400 

QOODE3. 
Nay, nay, Everyman, I synge an other songe; 
I folowe no man in suche vyages, 
For, and I wente withe the, 
Thou sholdes fare moche the worse for me : 

For because on me thou dyd set thy mynde, 405 /*. ,, x .j ( 

Thy rekenynge I have made blotted and blynde, w W** "^ 
That thyne accounte thou can not make truly; ^- \ s * \ ' **& • 
And that hast thou for the love of me. 

EVERYMAN. 

That wolde greve me full sore, 
Whan I sholde come to that ferefull answere : 410 
Up ! let us go thyder togyder. 

QOODE8. 
Nay, not so : I am to brytell, I may not endure : 
I wyll folowe no man one fote be ye sure. 
EVERYMAN. 
Alas, I have the loved, and had grete pleasure 
All my lyfe dayes on good and treasure. 415 

QOODE8. 
That is to thy dampnacyon without lesynge, 
For my love is contrary to the love everlastynge ; 
/But yf thou had me loved moderately durynge, 
/ As, to the poore gyve parte of me, 
j Than sholdest thou not in this dolour be, 420 
I Nor in this grete sorowe and care. 
\ EVERYMAN. 

Lo, now, was I deceyved or was I ware, 
And all I may wyte my spendynge of tyme. 

QOODE3. 
What, wenest thou that I am thyne? 

EVERYMAN. 

I had went so. 425 

QOODE3. 
Naye, Everyman, I saye no: 
/As for a whyle I was lente the ; 
I A season thou hast had me in prosperyte ; 
\My condycyon is mannes soul to kyll, 
If I save one a thousande I do spyll ; 430 
Wenest thou that I wyll folowe the ? 

Nay 

416. 'lesynge,' loosing, releasing. Hence 'without lesynge/ means 'in- 
evitably.' 428. 'wyte,' blame. 
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Nay, fro this world not veryle. 

EVERYMAN. 
I had wende otherwyse. 

- — QOODE8. 

Therfore to thy soul Good is a thefe, 
For whan thou arte deed, this is my gyse : 435 
Another to deceyve in this same wyse, 
As I have done the, and all to his soules repref e. • 

EVERYMAN. < (Uv^ - 

O false Good, cursed thou be, ^\ , * f 

Thou traytour to God, that hast deceyved me, /;• 

And caught me in thy snare. 440 

QOODE8. 
Mary, thou brought thy self in care, 
Wherof I am gladde, 
I must nedes laugh, I can not be fadde. 

EVERYMAN. 

A, Good, thou hast had longe my hertely love ; 
I gave the that whiche sholde be the Lordes above : 445 
But wylte thou not go with me in dede? 
I pray the trouth to saye. 

QOODE8. 

No, so God me spede; 

Therfore fare well, and have .good days* — '■ '- -- • — 

-^ — .._. ---EVERYMAN. ^ • • 

O, to whome shall I make my mone! 450^ ^ f < 
For, to go with me in that hevy journaye, " *i <<<- '--y'- 
Fyrst, Felawshyp sayd, he wolde with me gone ; ''*/*. 
His wordes were very pleasaunt and gaye, 
But afterwarde he lefte me alone. 
Than spake I to my kynnesmen all in dy spay re, 455 
And also they gave me wordes fayre, 
They lacked no fayre spekynge. 
But all forsake me in the endynge. 
Than wente I to my Goodes that I loved best, 
Ir. hope to have comf orte ; but there had I leest ; 460 
For my Goodes sharpely dyd me tell, 
That he bryngeth many in to hell. 
Than of myself I was ashamed, 
And so I am worthy to be blamed : 
Thus may I well my selfe hate. 465 
Of whome shall I now counseyll take? 
I thynke that I shall never spede, T ^ 

435. 'gyse,' course, policy, plan. 437. 'reprefe,' reproof, reproach. 467. 
'spede/ progress. 471. 'venter/ venture. 
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Tyll that I go to my Good-dede ; 

But, alas ! she is so weke, 

That she can nother go nor speke : 470 

Yet wyll I venter on her now. — 

My Good-dedes, where be you ? 

QOOD-DEDE8. 
Here I lye, colde in the grounde ; 
Thy sinnes hath me sore bounde, 
That I can not stere. 475 

EVERYMAN. 

Good-dedes, I stande in fere ; 
I must you praye of counseyll, 

For helpe now sholde come ryght well. 

GOOD-DEDES. 

Everyman, I have understandynge, 
That ye be somoned a counte to make 480 
Before Myssias of Jherusalem kynge, 
And you do by me that journav what you wyll I take. 

EVERYMAN. 

Therf ore I come to you my moone to make : 
I praye you, that ye wyll go with me. 
GOOD-DEDES. 

1 wolde fuh fayne, but I can not stande veryly. 485 

EVERYMAN. 
Why, is there ony thynge on you fall ? 
GOOD-DEDES. 

Ye, sir, I may thanke you of all ; 
If ye had parfytely chered me, 
Your boke of counte full redy had be. 
Loke, the bokes of your workes and dedes eke ; 490 
A, se how they lye under the fete, 
To your soules hevynes. 

EVERYMAN. 
Our Lord Jesu, helpe me, 
For one letter here I cannot se. 

GOOD-DEDES. 

There is a blynde rekenynge in tyme of dystress. 496 

EVERYMAN. 

Good-dedes, I praye you, helpe me in this nede, 
Or elles I am for ever dampned in dede; 
Therfore helpe me to make rekenynge 
Before the Redemer of all thynge, 
That kynge is, and was, and ever shall. 500 

Good-dedes 

475. 'gtere,' stir. 482. 'And . . me,' if you will act by my advice. 487. 
'of all,' for all. 488. 'chered,' entertained. 490. 'eke,' also. 
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GOOD-DEDE3. 
Everyman, I am sory of your fall, 
And fayne wolde I helpe you and I were able. 
EVERYMAN. 

Good-dedes, your counseyll I pray you give me. 

GOOD-DEDES. 

That shall I do veryly : 
Thoughe that on my fete I may not go, 505 
I have a syster that shall with you also, 
Called Knowlege, whiche shall with you abide, 
To helpe you to make that dredeful rekenynge. 
KNOWLEGE. 
Everyman, I wyll go with thee, and be thy gyde, 
In thy moost nede to go by thy syde. 510 
EVERYMAN. 
In good condycyon I am now in every thynge, 
And am hole content with this good thynge, 
Thanked by God my creatoure. 

GOOD-DEDES. 
And whan he hath brought you there, 
Where thou shalt hele the of thy smarte, 515 
Than go you with your rekenynge and your good dedes to- 

gyder, 
For to make you joy full at herte 
Before the blessed Trynyte. 

EVERYMAN. 

My Good-dedes, gramercy; 
I am well content certaynly 520 

With your wordes swete — - 

~" - KNOWLEGE. 

Now go we togyder lovyngly 
To Confessyon, that clensynge ryvere. 
EVERYMAN. 

For joy I wepe : I wolde we were there ; 
But, I pray you, gyve me cognycyon, 525 
Where dwelleth that holy man Confessyon ? 
KNOWLEGE. 

In the house of salvacyon ; 
We shall fynde hym in that place, 
That shall us comforte by Goddes grace. — 
Lo, this is Confessyon ; knele downe, and aske mercy ; 530 
For he is in good conceyte with God almighty. 
EVERYMAN. 

O gloryous fountayne that all unclenenes doth claryfy, 
Wasshe fro me the spottes of vyce unclene, / 

That 
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That on me no synne may be sene ; 
I come with Knowlege for my redempcyon, 535 
Redempte with herte and full contrycyon, 
For I am commaunded a pylgrymage to take, 
And grete accountes before God to make. 
Now I pray you, Shryfte, moder of solvacyon, 
Helpe my good dedes for my pyteous exclamacyon. 540 
C0NFE8SY0N. 

I knowe your sorowe well, Everyman : 
Bycause with Knowlege ye come to me, 
I wyll you comforte as well as I can ; 
And a precyous Jewell I wyll gyve the, 
Called penaunce, voyce voyder of adversyte ; 545 

Therwith shall your body chastysed be * j, 1 \*4. -\ ^ » r {# , 

With abstynence and perseveraunce in Gpddes servyce : 
Here shall you receyve that scourge of me, 
Whiche is penaunce stronge that ye must endure, <^ c \,\£+ „ < .. 
To remembre thy Savyour was scourged for the 550 
With sharpe scourges, and suffred it pacyently : 
So must thou, or thou scape that paynful pylgrymage. — 
Knowlege, kepe him in this vyage, 
And by that tyme Good-dedes wyll be with the : 
But in ony wyse be seker of mercy, 555 
For your tyme draweth fast ; and ye wyll saved be, 
Aske God mercy, and he wyll graunte truely : 
Whan with the scourge of penaunce man doth hym bynde, 
The oyle of forgyvenes than shall he fynde. 
EVERYMAN. 

Thanked be God for his gracyous werke; 560 
For now I wyll my penaunce begyn : 
This hath rejoysed and lyghted my herte, 
Though the knottes be pavnful and harde within. 
KNOWLEGE. 

Everyman, loke your penaunce that ye fulfyll, 
What payne that ever it to you be ; 565 
And Knowlege shall gyve you counseyll at wyll, 
How your accounte ye shall make clerely. . f 

EVERYMAN. 

O eternal God, o hevenly fygure, 
O way of ryghtwysnes, o goodly vysyom, 
Which dyscended downe in a vyrgyne pure 570 
Because he wolde Everyman redeme, 
Which Adam forfayted by his disobedyence, 

530. 'Shryfte,' absolution after confession. O blessyd 
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O blessyd Godheed electe and hye devyne, 

Forgyve my grevous offence ; 

Here I crye the mercy in this presence ; 575 

O ghostly treasure, o raunsomer and redemer 

Of all the worlde, hope and conduyter, 

Myrrour of joye, foundatour of mercy, 

Whiche enlumyneth heven and erth therby, 

Here my clamorous complaynt, though it late be, 580 

Receyve my prayers ; unworthy in this hevy lyfe 

Though I be, a synner most abhomynable, 

Yet let my name be wryten in Moyses table. — 

Mary, praye to the maker of all thynge 
Me for to helpe at my endynge, 585 
And save me fro the power of my enemy ; 
For Deth assayleth me strongly : 

And, Lady, that I may be meane of thy prayer 

Of your sones glory to be partynere, 

By the meanes of his passyon, I it crave ; 590 

1 beseche you, helpe my soule to save. — 
Knowlege, gyve me the scourge of penaunce, 
My flesshe therwith shall gyve acqueyntance ; 
I wvll now begyn, yf God gyve me grace. 

KNOWLEGE. 

Everyman, God gyve you tyme and space ; 595 
Thus I bequeth you in the handes of our savyour ; 
Now may you make your rekenynge sure. 
EVERYMAN. 

In the name of the holy Trynyte, 
My body sore punyshed shall be, 
Take this body for the synne of the flesshe ; 600 
Also thou delytest to go gay and f reshe ; 
And in the way of dampnacyon thou dyd me brynge, 
Therf ore suff re now strokes of punysshynge : 
Now of penaunce I wyll wade the water clere, 
To save me from purgatorv that sharpe f yre. 605 / «v(iC* * <- 

GOOD-DEDES. *~J yKf 

I thanke God, now I can walke and go, 
And am dely vered of my sykenesse and wo ; 
Therfore with Everyman I wyll go, and not spare, 
His good workes I wyll helpe hym to declare. 
KNOWLEGE. 

Now, Everyman, be mery and glad ; 610 
Your Good-dedes cometh now, ye may not be sad : 
Now is your Good-dedes hole and sounde, Govnee 
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Goynge upryght upon the groumde. 
EVERYMAN. 

My herte is lyght, and shall be evermore; * 

Now wyll I smyte faster than I dyde before. 615 t* 'fsCf n~C 
QOOD-OEDE8. 
Everyman, pylgryme, my specyall frende, 
Blessyd be thou without ende; J2^&<^ t*t* ** ^ <T 0*< V ^C 

For the is preparate the eternal glory: ' / 

Ye have me made hole and sounde, 
Therfore I will byde by the in every stounde. 620 
EVERYMAN. 
Welcome, my Good-dedes ! Now I here thy voyce 
I wepe for very sweteness of love. 
KNOWLEGE. 
Be no more sad, but ever rejoyce, 
God seeth thy ly vynge in his trone above ; 
Put on his garment to thy behove, 625 
Whiche is wette with your teres, 
Or elles before God you may it mysse, 
Whan ye to your journeys ende come shall. 
EVERYMAN. 
Gentyll Knowledge, what do ye yt call ? 

KNOWLEGE. 

It is a garment of sorowe, 630 
Fro payne it wyll you borowe; 
Contxycyon it is, 
That getteth forgyvenes, 
He pleaseth God passynge well. 

GOOD-DEDES. 

Everyman, wyll vou were it for your hele? 635 
EVERYMAN. 

Now blessyd be Jesu, Maryes sone; 
i For now have I on true contrycyon: 

1 And lette us go now without taryenge. — 

Good-dedes, have we clere our rekenynge? 
GOOD-DEDES. 
Ye, indede, I have here. 640 

EVERYMAN. 

Than I trust we nede not fere : — 
Now, f rendes, let us not parte in twayne. 
KNOWLEDGE. 

. — , Nay, Everyman^ that, wyll we not certayne. 

— - GOOD-DEDES. ~ — 



Yet must thou led with the Thre 

620. 'stouide,' occasion, time. 627. 'or before God ;' not an oath, but 
'when ye come into God's presence.' 
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Thre persones of grete myght. 645 
EVERYMAN. 

Who sholde they be? 

OOOO-DEDES. 
Dyscrecyon and Strength they hyght, 
And thy Beaute may not abyde behynde. 
KNOWLEQE. 

Also ye must call to mynde 
Your Fyve-wyttes, as for your counseylours. 650 
GOOD-OEDE8. 
You must have them redy at all houres. 
EVERYMAN. 

Howe shall I gette them hyder? 

KNOWLEQE. 

You must call them all togyder, 
And they wyll here you in contynent. 
EVERYMAN. 
My frendes, come hyder, and be present, 655 
Dyscrecyon, Strengthe, my Fyve-wyttes and Beaute. r , 

BEAUTE. .,.^ \^f A 

Here at your wyll we be all redy; ^ r^- ^ r /^,< 

What wyll ye that we sholde do? ,< x - l * ' " 

GOOD-DEOE8. 
That ye wolde with Everyman go, 
And helpe hym, in his pylgrymage ; 660 ^ 

Advyse you, wyll ye with him or not in that vyage ? / 
8TRENGTHE. 

We wyll brynge hym all thyder 
To his helpe and comforte, ye may byleve me. 
DYSCRECYON. 
So wyll we go with hym all togyder. 

EVERYMAN. 

Almyghty God, loved myght thou be : 665 
I gyve the laude that I have hyder brought 
Strength, Dyscrecyon, Beaute, Fyve-wyttes, lacke I nought: 
And my Good-dedes, with Knowledge clere, 
All be in my company at my wyll here ; 
I desyre no more to my besynes. 670 

8TRENQTHE. 

And I, Strength, wyll by you stande in dystres, 
Though thou wolde in batayle fyght on the grounde. 
FYVE-WYTTES. 
And though it were thrugh the worlde rounde, 
We wyll not departe for swete ne soure, 

Beaute 

647. 'hyght/ are called. 650. 'Fyve-wyttes,' the five senses. 
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BEAUTE. 

No more wyll I unto dethes houre, 675 
Watsoever thereof befall. 

DY8CRECYON. 

Everyman, advyse you fyrst of all, 
Go with a good advysement and delyberacyon. 
We all gyve you vertuous monycyon, 
That all shall be well. 680 

EVERYMAN. ^ ^ < . t ^ .^C 

My frendes, harken what I wyll tell; \ c ' 
I praye God rewarde you in his heven spere: 
Now herken all that be here; 
For I wyll make my testament 
Here before you all present ; 685 

In almes, halfe my good I wyll gyve with my handes twayne, 
In the way of charyte, with good entent, 
And the other halfe styll shall remayne, 
In queth to be retourned there it ought to be, 
This I do in despyte of the fende of hell, 690 

To go quyte out of his perell 

Ever after and-ihis^daye. ---■"" 

KNOWLEQE. 

Everyman, herken what I saye; 
Go to presthode I you advyse, 
And receyve of him in ony wyse 695 
The holy sacrament and oyntement togyder, 
Than shortly se, ye tourne agayne hyder, 
We wyll all abyde you here. 

FYVE-WYTTE8. 

Ye, Everyman, hye you that ye redy were : 

EVERYMAN. 

Fayne wolde I receyve that holy body ; 700 
And mekely to my ghostly fader I wyll go. 
FYVE-WYTTE8. 
Everyman, that is the best that ye can do; ~\.r* \ \ I*'*-'*/ I 
God wyll you to salvacyon brynge, Vv - J. < : -t^*^ /• 

For preesthode excedeth all other thynge; v ^'^ > 

To us holy scrypture they do teche, 705 
And converteth man from synne heven to reche ; 
KNOWLEQE. 
If preestes be good it is so suerly, 
But when Jesu hanged on the crosse with grete smarte, 
There he gave out of his blessyd herte 

The 

691. 'out of his perell,' out of bis jurisdiction ; 'danger' is used in the 
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The same sacrament in grete tounjient, 710 

He solde them not to us, that Lorde omnypotent, 

Therf ore saynt Peter the apostell dothe saye, 

That Jesus curse hath all they 

Whiche God theyr 1 favyour do by or sell, 

Or they for ony money do take or tell, 715 

Synfull preestes gyveth the synners example bad, 

Theyr chyldren sytteth by other mennes fyres, I have harde, 

These be with synne made blynde. 

FYVE-WYTTES. 

I trust to God, no suche may we f ynde ; 
Therfore let us preesthode honour, 720 
And f olowe theyr doctryne for our soules socoure ; 
We be theyr shepe, and they shepeherdes be, 
By whome) we all be kept in suerte. — 
STRENQTHE. 

There is no emperour, kynge, duke, ne baron, 
That of God hath commycyon, 725 
As hath the leest preest in the worlde heygne; 
For of the blessyd sacramentes pure and benygne 
He bereth the keyes, and thereof hath the cure 
For mannes redempcyon, it is ever sure, 
Whiche God for our soules medycyne 730 
Gave us oute of his herte with grete payne, 

Here in this transytory lyfe for the and me ; -' . - , / 

FYVE-WYTTES. ^ ' K ,' K K. > ^fiA**- 

Peas ! for yonder I see Everyman come, ^ , . r 

Whiche hath made trewe satysfaccyon. \ > A * *' ( u ' 

DYSCRECYON. X v I r ( L ^ 

Me thynke, it is he in dede. 735 ~ r# 

EVERYMAN. ^ *< ' * J '" 



Now Jesu be our alder spede ! 



1 ( 
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I have receyved the sacrament for my redempcyon, 

And than myne extreme unccyon.; 

Blessyd be all they that counseyled me to take it ! 

And now, f rendes, let us go without longer respyte ; 740 

I thanke God, that ye have taryed so longe. 

Now set eche of you on this rodde your honde ; 

And shortely f olowe me ; 

STRENGTHE. 

Everyman, I wyll be as sure by the, 

As ever I dyde by Judas Machabee. 745 

Beaute / 

707. During this speech Everyman departs to take the Sacrament. This 
passage upon the priesthood lends some weight to the theory that the au- 
thor of the play was himself an ecclesiast. 717, 'harde,' heard. 
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BEAUTE. 

Everyman, we wyll not fro you go, 
Tyll ye have done this vyage longe. 

DYSCRECYON. 
I, Dyscrecyon, wyll byde by you also. 

FYVE-WYTTES. 
And though this pylgrymage be never so strange, 

I wyll never parte you fro : 759 - — ■— ^ 

Tman. 



I go beforeThere I wolde be: God be your gyde!, /■>' u 'V '" 
Alas ! I am so faynt I may not stande, ^^ r ' 1 ' Ut L \ < '- ( 

My lymmes under me doth folde: ^ k^ /M 

Frendes, let us not tourne agayne to this lande, ^>i ( ' 

!Not for all the worldes golde; 755 ^ , . ^ -^ / K ') ^ 

For in to this cave must I crepe, <C ^v v *" ' ' * * ' > 

And tourne to erth and there to slepe. /t^-»- * u v f~~ — , / 

BEAUTE. tyy^-fc 

What, in to this grave? Alas! ; (\ ^ ' 

EVERYMAN. f 

Ye, there shall we consume, more and lesse. x f ~~" 

BEAUTE. > 

And what, sholde I smoder here? 760 - : 

EVERYMAN. C ^ 

Ye, by my fayth, and never more appere! 
In this worlde lyve no more we shall, 

But in heven before the hyest Lorde of all. *" 

/ J&Ctt , < ^ - *— BEAUTE. 4 ( 

I Crosse out all this : adewe, by saynt Johan ! 
I take my tappe in my lappe, and am gone. 765 

EVERYMAN. 
What, Beaute ? whyder wyll ye ? 

BEAUTE. / } 

Peas ! I am def e, I loke not behynde me, 
Not and thou woldest gyve me all the golde in thy chest. 
EVERYMAN. 

Alas ! whereto may I truste? 
Beaute gothe fast awaye fro me, 770 
She promysed with me to lyve and dye. 
8TRENGTHE. 
Everyman, I wyll the also forsake and denye, 
Thv game lyketh me not at all. ; 

EVERYMAN. ' 

Why than ye wyll forsake me all ! 

Swete 

736. 'be our alder spede,' In this case 'spede' means 'help ;' 'alder* is the 
possessive plural of 'all ;' hence 'be the help of us all.' 746. 'Judas Ma- 
cfcabee,' cf . I Machabees, III, 3, 4, 18, 19. 
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Swete Strength, tary a Ivtell space. 775 
8TRENQTHE. 

* r "/l wyll hye me from the fast, 

Though thou wepe to thy heart to brast. 
EVERYMAN. 
Ye wolde ever byde by me, ye sayd. 

<< J-/:'"' •* j 8TRENQTHE. 

Ye/I nave you f erre ynoughe conveyde ; 780 
Ye be olde ynoughe, I understande, 
Your pylgrymage to take on hande ; 
I repent me, that I hyder came. 

EVERYMAN. 
Strength, you to dysplease I am to blame ; 
Wyll ye breke »romyse that is dette? 785 
8TRENQTHE. 
In f ayth, as for that, I care not ! 
Thou art but a f oole to complayne ; 
You spende your speche, and waste your brayne: 
Go, thryst the in to the grounde ! 

— EVERYMAN. 

I had wende surer I sholde you have founde; 790 
He that trusteth in his Strength, 
She hym deceyveth at the length ; 
Bothe Strength and Beaute forsaketh me, 
Yet they promysed me fayre and lovyngly. 
/ > DY8CRECYON. 

Everymanf I wyll after Strength be gone ; 795 
As for me I wyll leve you alone. 

EVERYMAN. 
Why, Dyscrecyon, wyll ye forsake me? 

DY8CRECYON. 
Ye, in fayth, I wyll go fro the ; 
For whan Strength goth before, 
I folowe after ever more. 800 

EVERYMAN. 

Yet, I pray the, for the love of the Trynyte, 

Loke in my grave ones pyteouslv. 

DYSCRECYON. 

Nay, f o nye wyll I not come ! 
Now farewell, fellowes, everychone. 

Everyman 

709. 'More and lease/ great people and little. A common' phrase In 
Chaucer for 'all.' 764. 'I crosse out all this,' 'I make no account of this.' 
765. 'I take my tappe in my lappe ;' 'tappe,' cappe ; Beauty doffs her cap 
so low that It comes Into her lap. 178. 'brast,' break. 785. 'promyse. . 
dette,' also in 285. 
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EVERYMAN. 

all thynge fayleth, save God alone, 805 
Beaute, Strength, and Dyscrecyon; - ,. 4 j/9 .. 
For, whan Deth bloweth his blastT '** "^ 
Xhey all renne fro me full fast. 

FYVE-WYTTE8. 
Everyman, my leve now of the I take ; 
I wyll folowe the other, for here I the forsake. 810 

EVERYMAN. 

Alas ! than may I wayle and wepe ; 
For I toke you for my best f rende. 

FYVE-WYTTE8. 

1 wyll no lenger the kepe : 
Now farewell, and there an en de. 
_^<— — EVERYMAN. 

Jesu, Tielpe ! all hath forsaken me 815 
GOOD-DEDE8. 

Nay, Everyman, I wyll byde with the, 
I wyll not forsake the indede ; 
Thou shake fynde me a good frende at nede. 

EVERYMAN. 

Gramercy, Good-dedes, now may I true frendes se; 
They have forsaken me everychone, 820 
Knowlege, wyll ye forsake me also? 

KNOWLEGE. 

Ye, Everyman, whan ye to deth shall go ; 
But not yet for no maner of daunger. 
EVERYMAN. 

Gramercy, Knowlege, with all my herte. 

KNOWLEGE. 
Nay, yet I wyll not from hens departe, 825 
Tyll I see where ye shall be come. 
EVERYMAN. 
Me thynke, alas ! that I must be gone 
To make my rekenynge, and my dettes pave ; 
For, I se, my tyme is nye spente away. — 
Take example, all ye that this do here or se, 830 
How they that I love best do forsake me ; 
Excepte my Good-dedes, that by deth truly. 
GOOD-DEDES. 
All erthly thynges is but vanyte, 
Beaute, Strength, and Dyscrecyon, do man forsake, 
Folysshe frendes, and kynnesmen, that fay re spake ; 835 
All fleeth save Good-dedes, and that am I. « / * 

Everyman 

792. 'at the length :' for another Instance of the presence of the article 
where we should now omit it, cf. 34. 



34 EVERYMAN. / U^* ' 

EVERYMAN. <n. T 1 ^ 

Have mercy on me, God moost myghty, — 
And stande by me, thou moder and mayde, holy Mary. 
QOOD-DEDE8. 
Fere not, 1 wyll speke for the. 

EVERYMAN. 

Here I crye, God mercy. 840 

GOOD-DEDE8. 

Shorte our ende and mynysshe our payne : 
Let us go, and never come agayne. 

EVERYMAN. 

In to thy handes, Lorde, my soule I commende, 
Receyve it, Lorde, that it be not lost ! 
As thou me boughtest, so me defende, 845 
And save me from the fendes boost, 
That I may appere with that blessyd hoost 
That shall be saved at the day of dome : \Z^y^ J j^<-^ ' 
(In manus tuas) — of myghtes moost . ^ 
Forever — (commendo spiritum meum.) 850 ,-/,,,/, 
KNOWLEGE. \ ' } 

Nowe hath he suffred that we all shall endure, , v \- r 
The Good-dedes shall make all sure ; V ■ : ■ > < ' 

Now hath he made endynge : I * : A \ 

/Me thynketh that I here aungelles synge, \ • ' ; 

And make grete joy and melody, 855 "'.' ' 

Where every mannes soule receyved shall be. • * • 

THE AUNGELL. 

Come, excellente electe spouse to Jesu, „ 

Here above thou shalt go, .:. / » ' '"^ 

Bycause of thy syngular vertue; ' r > ^ »'" Vi >-- f ' 
Now the soule is taken the body fro, 860 ^ 
Thy rekenynge is crystall clere; ,^ v ' 

Now shalte thou in to the hevenly spere, • ' » * r *. 

Unto the whiche all ye shall come ' CL^ 

That lyveth well before the daye of (iame*- <■' \ / c 

_^ .---- D0CTOURr C - 

This morall men may have in mynde ; 865 
Ye herers, take it of worth, olde and yonge, 
And forsake Pryde, for he deceyveth you in the ende, 
And remembre Beaute, Fyve-wyttes, Strength, and Dyscrec- 

yon, 
They all at the last do Everyman forsake, 
Save his Good-dedes, there doth he take : 870 

But 

841. 'Shorte out ende. . .payne/ shorten our end and lessen oar pain. 
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But be ware, and they be small, 

Before God he hath no helpe at all ; 

None excuse may be there for Everyman ! 

Alas ! how shall he do than ? 

For after dethe amendes may no man make ; 875 

For than mercy and pyte doth hym forsake; 

If his rekenynge be not clere whan he doth come, 

God wyll saye — Ite, maledicti, in ignem aeternum : 

And he that hath his accounte hole and sounde, 

Hye in heven he shall be crounde ; 880 

Unto whiche place God bringe us all thyder, 

That we may ly ve body and soule togyder ! 

Therto helpe the Trynyte ! 

Amen, saye ye, for saynt Charyte ! 



FINIS. 
Thus endeth this morall playe of Everyman. 
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864. This is the end of the action ; the moral 1b emphasized in the epi- 
logue of the Doctor. 866. 'take it of worth/ regard it highly. The usual 
phrase was 'take in worth,' as in Baker's 'Cato Varlegatus :* 

'When a poore friend a small gift gives to thee 

Take it in worth, and let it praysed be.' 
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